Dear High School Principal: March, 2004

The Thuteen-Fifty Foundation, a 501 {¢) 3 nonprofit orgamization incorporatedin the state of
[Minoisispleasedto amowice its 2004 Patriet Prize Essay Contest for lugh school juiors.
Dedicatedto engagng America’syouth in active and purpossful citizenship, the Tlurteen-Fifty
Foundation is sponsoring the essay contest to challenge high school juiors to ponder the meanimigof
one of the United States” most enduring symbols, the Am erican flag

In this essay contest, juiors are asked towrite an essay in angwer to the question, Phat does the
American flag mean toe yon? We arelooking for insightful, well thought out essays. Essays will be
judge dbased on clarity, orgamzation and depth of thought, gellng grammar, and ongnality.

Wehave openedthis contest tohigh school juniors because pmior year 15 the time studentstypically
prepare for (or have already prepared for and taken) the U5 Constitulion Exam . We hope vou
annd'or members of yow faculty will use this essay contest asa tool to engage vow students and get
them to reflect on American history, particularly asit relates to the flag We encowage youand
yow faculty to incorporate the contes into the existing curricuban by having each member of yow
school’ s pwior class participate in the contest, perhaps assiguing the eszay as homework or an in-
class project. Shoudyow school opt not toparticipate en masse, members of yow jwior class may
participate and enter the contest individually.

The winnmgessayist wll be namedthe 2004 P atriot Prize Scholar for the State of [lhinois Only one
2004 Patriot PrizeScholar will be namedin the state. Two runers up will be named The Thirteen-
Fifty P atriot Prize Scholar will receive a $1,000 U 5. Saving: Bond, an American flag which has been
flown owver the UnitedStatesCapitol, anda plague comm em orating the prize. The secondplace
awarcdizga 3500 U S, Saving: Bond and the thitd place awardiz a $100 U .S SavingsBond The
wintung e sy will be published in The Pafriof Press, thie newsletter of the Thiteen-Fifty Foundation
andon the foundation web site which may be accessed at www. 13 50foundation. org Also, the
foundation will name itslist of Top 505tars -- the top 50 essayists in [Minois All essayssubmitted
become the property of the Thiuteen-Fifty Foundation.

Please access at thiz web mte the entry form. We ask that yvou cuplicate 1t based on the number of
student s participatingin the contest. Also at tlussite 15 a gray inform ation form , which should be
completedby arepresentative of yow school andprovides the necessary mailinginformation to you
Only one gray form needsto be completed per school andtlus form shoudaccompany the essav(s
beingsubmitted to the foundation by yow school Entriesmust be postmarkedno later than Friday,
April 23, 2004. All submissions mustbe made through the mail. No e-mail submissions
will be accepited.

Weinwvite youw pmiors to participate in thisex citingcom petition andask youto join in partnership
with us azwe promote a geater awareness of American history, aswell az active andpwposeful

citizenship within ow Nation's youth. Thank you We loolk forward to vour school’s
participation.

sincerely,

Carla Knorowsld, Ph.D.
Ezxecutive Director




2004 PATRIOT PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST INFORMATION FORM

Only one gray information form needs to be comple ted per high school. Please submit

this form along with the essay(s) from your school. DO NOT submit via e-mail. Mail this

form and essay(s) to:
Thirteen-Fifty Foundation
Patriot Priz e Essay Contest
C/0 Near West/South Gazette*
1335 West Harrison § treet
Chicago, IL 60607.

School N ame:

Address: L
Number Name Boulevard/S treet/Road/ Avenue
City/Town/Village S tate Postal C ode
Phone: E-mail: Fax:

Principal’s Name:

Faculty/S taff Member Completing This Form:

PLEASERETURN THIS FOEM ALONG WITH THEES S AYS AND MAILTHEM TO:
THIRTEEN-FIFTY FOUNDATION
PATRIOT PRIZEESSAY CONTEST
C/O NEAR WEST/SOUTH GAZETTE*
1335 WEST HARRISON STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60607.

SUBMISSION MUST BE POST MARKED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2004.

*The Near West/South Gazette is a Thirteen-Fifty Foundation “Partner in Patriotism.”



2004 PATRIOT PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST ENTRANCE FORM

Criteria:
Student essayist must be a cwrrent lugh school por. The essay must be submitted for the student by
a teacher or an admimstrator of hig'her current high school.

Mame:
(Essayist) Last First MMiddle

nchool Mame:

Location:

City/T ownillage

Teacher’ s Mame:

Foom Mumber

Please write a brief essay (no more than 250 words i length) in the spaceprovided below and/or
on the bacle of this form answenng the following question:
What does the American flag mean to you?

E szays will be judged based on clarity, organization and depth of thought, spelling, gramm ar, and
orignality.










